THE ADMINISTRATION

In 1912 the Speaker refused to allow a motion to adjourn to consider
the alleged failure of the Port of London Authority to relieve traffic
congestion and decasualise labour. Though the Board of Trade was
represented on the Port of London Authority it had no control.1
A statutory corporation is not exempt from parliamentary control, for
any decision by any person or authority can be revised under powers
conferred by Act of Parliament. The Government will intervene only
where it considers that decision to have been prejudicial to the national
interest.   Consequently, even a statutory corporation which has been
deliberately given an independent status may be called upon to justify
its actions. Thus in 1936 the Prime Minister, after consulting the
Postmaster-General., set up a committee to examine the allegations
against the British Broadcasting Corporation made in the case of
Lambert v. Levite? From time to time Royal Commissions have been
appointed to report on the most independent public authorities in the
United Kingdom, the universities.   No subject whatever, and no
institution whatever, can be placed outside the responsibility of the
Cabinet and Parliament; for if the law confers independence it has to
be seen whether the law ought not to be altered; and if an independent
authority has abused its powers it may be that its powers may have to
be diminished or its composition be altered in order that its powers may
not be abused. Many independent or partially independent authorities
are required to present annual reports to the Government or to Parlia-
ment in order that the manner in which their functions are being exer-
cised may be brought to public attention. The essence of autonomy
is that no minister can be criticised for any action of an autonomous
authority. If information is sought from Parliament he may be able
to obtain it as a matter of courtesy; in some cases, as under recent
legislation, he is empowered to call for explanations: but the decision
was not taken in his name and  on his behalf,  and  those  who
disagree with it cannot blame him. He can be told that the law ought
to be changed, and can be blamed if he takes no steps to that end, but
neither legally nor morally can he be blamed for the action actually
taken.

1 4 H.C.Deb. 5 s., 816, quoted in Robson, Public Enterprise, p. 33.
8 317 H.C.Deb. 5 s., 1038; 318 H.C.Deb. 5 $., 20.
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